Rice Wildlife Mitigation Unit

Interim Management Plan 

The Rice wildlife mitigation unit is located in south-central Idaho, 14 miles west of Fairfield in Camas county.  The 1,361-acre acquisition will be managed as part of the Idaho Department of Fish and Game’s Camas Prairie Centennial Marsh Wildlife Mangement Area (WMA).  With the addition of the Rice acquisition the WMA now covers just over 4,460 acres, providing aquatic and upland habitats for breeding, nesting and feeding waterfowl, shorebirds, neo-tropical migrant birds and other wildlife.  Centennial Marsh is a seasonally flooded wetland.  Typically from mid-April to mid-July 70% of the management area is covered by 1 foot or less of water.  The dominant vegetation growing in this large expanse of shallow water are rushes and sedges.  The remainder of the management area supports silver sagebrush (Artemisia cana) or is  agricultural ground.

 The acquisition provides habitat units (HUs) for three target species associated with Anderson Ranch Dam.  A preliminary estimate of habitat value on the property indicates that it will provide a total of 1,063 HUs for Mallard (504), mink (557), and Yellow Warbler (2).

The Rice family farmed and ranched on the acquisition for over 60 years.  Some of the seasonally flooded wetland has been used for crop production and the entire property has been used for livestock grazing.  Passive restoration techniques will be emphasized on most of the property.  Some of the former cropland and severly degraded riparian areas may need active restoration for recovery of wildlife habitat to occur in a reasonable length of time.  Fences and gates will be necessary to prevent livestock trespass to assure that restoration efforts succeed.  Some noxious weeds are present on the properties and may become a significant management concern if weed infestations that were kept in check by past management practices (i.e., agriculture and grazing) start to increase as management is shifted toward wildlife habitat.  To address these concerns IDFG is expanding an already extensive noxious weed monitoring effort used on the Camas WMA and will implement controls as necessary.

Project Goals to Maintain and/or Enhance Baseline HUs
1. Protect and enhance wetland and upland habitats.

2.  Control noxious weeds.

3.  Restore permanent vegetative cover to provide habitat for target species.

4.  Monitor and evaluate vegetation and target species habitat.

Management Objectives
1. Protect and enhance wetland and upland habitat.
Objective 1.1 Control livestock grazing to allow recovery of emergent and scrub-shrub wetland vegetation.  Much of the native emergent wetland vegetation is expected to recover naturally when relieved from grazing pressure.  Weed control will be necessary as weed infestations are released from the influence of grazing and haying.  Upland habitat will also benefit from controlling livestock grazing.

Task 1.1 Maintain fences and gates to prevent trespass grazing.

Objective 1.2 Restore scrub-shrub wetland habitat.

Task 1.2 Use passive (fencing) and active (willow plantings) restoration techniques to promote release and reestablishment of willows on former pasture and croplands.  Weed control will also be necessary as weed infestations are released from the influence of grazing and haying. 

2. Control noxious weeds.
Objective 2.1 Early detection of weed infestations.  Early detection and control is the first and best line of defense against weeds.

Task 2.1 A monitoring program on adjacent IDFG lands will be expanded to

include this property.  

Objective 2.2 Control noxious weeds.

Task 2.2 Biological, chemical and mechanical methods will be used to control infestations. 

3. Restore and establish permanent vegetative cover to provide habitat for target species.
Objective 3.1 Restore permanent vegetative cover on former cropland.

Task 3.1 Plant native and non-native perennial vegetation on former cropland to provide habitat for target species. 

4. Monitor and evaluate vegetation and target species habitat.
Objective 4.1 Monitor and evaluate vegetation and target species habitat.

Task 4.1.1 Implement monitoring activities to measure changes in vegetation and

target species habitats.

Task 4.1.2 Evaluate the significance of vegetation changes relative to the quality of target species habitats and focus management efforts to produce increases in habitat suitability indices (HSI) for target species.

Operation and Maintenance  

 Operation and maintenance (O&M) costs are recurring annual costs necessary to achieve and sustain the plan’s estimated benefits to wildlife and wildlife habitat.  See attached budget.


RICE ACQUISITION INTERIM O&M BUDGET


FY 2002





A
Salaries/Benefits
 
 
 
 

 
Personnel
Hours
Hourly Rate
Benefit Rate
Total Cost

 
Wildlife Habitat Biologist 
320
$19.51 
32.16%
$8,251 

 
Wildlife Technician
480
$11.00 
32.00%
$6,970 

 
Subtotal  
 
 
 
$15,221 

B
Operating Costs
 
 
 
 

 
Materials and Supplies
 
 
 
 

 
Fence maintenance supplies (fence stretchers, post drivers, fence pliers, barbed wire, t-posts, wooden posts, staples, fence ties, wire stays)
 
 
 
$1,000 

 
Weed control supplies (herbicide, surfactant, dyes and backpack sprayers)
 
 
 
$4,000 

 
Remove 3/4 mile of unnecessary barbed wire fence 
 
 
 
$2,000 

 
Build 3/4 mile of temporary electric fence, to be taken down after grazing season
 
 
 
$1,500 

 
Administrative supplies (miscellaneous office and computer supplies)
 
 
 
$1,000 

 
Employee travel 
 
 
 
$1,200 

 
Employee training
 
 
 
$600 

 
Subtotal
 
 
 
$26,521 

C
Capital Outlay
 
 
 
 

 
Subtotal
 
 
 


 
Overhead (21.8% of A and B)
 
 
 
$5,782 

 
Total Estimated Expenses
 
 
 
$32,303 
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